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British Equestrian Federation Press Release   
For immediate Release: 8th August 2007 
British Equestrian Federation achieves National Endorsement in Coaching

The United Kingdom Coaching Certificate (UKCC) in equestrian coaching is now available via the member bodies of the British Equestrian Federation (BEF). 
Following months of hard work, preparation and organisation by the BEF Coaching Development Action Team the Coaching Standards Group has now formally endorsed the UKCC Equestrian Coaching Certificates at level 1 and level 2. 

The UKCC is a UK wide 5 level framework for endorsing qualifications, providing a framework for coaches working at all levels and in all environments. The overall aim is to raise the quality of coaching nationally at all levels and in all sports, the certificate is currently being implemented across more than 20 different sports to harmonise coaching levels and bring them into line with European standards. This will ultimately raise performance standards, improve the enjoyment of participants and provide a clear framework within which coaches will be able to develop their own skills and gain recognition. 
The successful endorsement of level 1 and 2 in equestrianism is effective across a range of equestrian sports and recreational activities; this is due entirely to the co-ordination of the different strands of the industry. The BEF co-ordinated a joint working programme via its Coaching Development Action Team which has allowed all the sports to come together under this one endorsement.  
Andrew Finding, Chief Executive of the BEF said, “This is a fantastic achievement for our member bodies and thus the BEF as a whole. It could not have been achieved without the commitment and co-ordination of all the Coaching Development Officers. It is great to see our member bodies embracing these emerging awards, demonstrating what can be achieved when we work together as one industry. I must also thank Sports Coach UK, UK Sport and the Home County Sports Councils for their on-going support and assistance which has been invaluable.”   

Endorsement for level 3 has been submitted by the BEF and will be available in the near future. 

I’m interested in applying for the UKCC - What happens now? 

One of the major benefits to equestrianism of the UKCC is that it extends across all disciplines, via the member bodies of the BEF. These bodies include the Olympic sports, the Riding for the Disabled Association, the British Horse Society and the Association of British Riding Schools, amongst others. Whether a coach or potential coach is interested in gaining a nationally recognised qualification in coaching a specific sport or interested in being a general instructor there will be a member body to help them. A full list is available on the BEF website, complete with a list of contacts. 

The certificate is equally relevant to current and aspiring coaches. For those considering embarking on a coaching pathway more information about the UKCC is available on the BEF website, including a full list of the member bodies with who they can register to work towards the qualification.  

For those already working and practicing as coaches who may or may not hold related teaching or instructing awards, any experience gained to date will be accredited and valued in the process of transferring to attain a UKCC award. Again the BEF website provides a full list of the member bodies who can facilitate this transfer process. 
For qualifications in Scotland please contact your member body and/or the Scottish Equestrian Association. 

Please visit www.bef.co.uk for more information and contacts for the Coaching Officers of all our Member Bodies. 

